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+ Confuſion 4d Blood, 


elſe for. ſeveral years hes hath ſaluted our unhappy 


On 


READER 
| | '\, @ | 


VLott! Treaſon «14 Rebellion, and Machevilian 


+ Wilas, and Ahitophelian Conſpiracies to amine 


, 4nd involve Ang tees? and Commonwealths, in 
ath ever been the cuſtom of ut © 
wen in all Ages of the World, who beſides 4 natural in-.. 


 clination they have to miſchief and rapine, which makes 


them delight to be fiſhing in traubled waters,are ambitioas 
atſo,and aſpire to raiſe themſelves to wealth and grandear. 
upon the publick ruine; and by Sacrificing all that is 
Sacred, to their ambitious deſires, and. their inſatiable 
thirſt after an Uſurped Rule, ſtrive to acquire Honour 

Rewown, and make their names ft well and look big 


» * inthe Rolls of Fame, by the helliſh Tntricacy a well-as 


the multiplicity and fatality of thoſe Plots whereby the 
viinly flatter themſelMinto a confidence, that they hbult 


' &ccompliſh- their accurſed Deſigns ; yet no Age ever 4- 
. , bounded with ſo many ; nor can any Hiſtory poſſibly be pro- 
| duced that is able to yore us with a parallel of our tinlss 


wherein we live, which hath abounded wenderfully,nay al- 
moſt to an infinite variety of thoſe kind of Contrivances ; 
for we havefound by ofa experience,that almoſt nothi 
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Tg the Reader.” 
d «noſed Ears, but" Plots and Re-Plots , a» Ir 
6,424 ſhatgPlors, | Plots ta, Mirther © aur: Sovereign : 
| Change the Government, and Deſtroy the Peſtilent He- 
relie-that hath ſo loag -Reigned in theſe Northern + 
Parts-; aud thes Plots to cover thoſe Plots, and prevent 
their Diſcovery ;. or if diſcovered, then to ſerve, as s. 
ſpanpe'to wipe out-and abliterate them, Alt .mbich makes 
it amatter of wonderful Intricacy, to kyow how ta- order... 
and demean our ſelves, inſuch a juniture as this is ; But 
for thy better direftion therein, Commend thee to the ſe. 
rious peruſal of the following Sermon, and leave thee 
ro the Proteition of Heaven Rub wiſhing, That Fe _ 
_ whoſe Power ts infinite, and whoſe Wildom and Good- 
neſs are both equal to his Power, wonuld preſerve the 
\ Kings Majeſty, axd the Engliſh Nation from the fatal 
effetFs of All Plots and Conſpiracies whatſoever, | 
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core rin of 01 our Hearts, then from the Nature of he thin => 
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WC would have had kim -to hawe-revenged hunſe 

, Whatfay you now of Arcailian? [ayes hc: How 
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you now then he, Well then, ſayes , Tam 
tian then you; my Phyſick hath done that Which 
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is - £ willdanhonr -t0 doignodro al, but provoke oe | 


AFither hath not ſomych power over-his child, as to Pro- 
yoke him, Col. 3.21. Fathers: provoke not your children to 
wrath... Surely io bath notthis. power over his child, he 
hath it, not oyer his friend,his neighbour, much leſs his fuperi- 
our : yet how many take delight in this, Such a thing Tknow 
willanger him, and he ſhall be ſure to have it ! Oh wicked 
heatt 1& thou ſce that this will be a temptation to wr 

wilt thou lay it before him ? doſt not, thou prayfor 
-felf and for him, Lord lead us not into temptation ? we 
ſhould account it the greateſt evil to us, of all the evit'of afthi- 
&ions, to be any occaſion of ſin toour brother ; but-whatan 
evil Mould this be to us, to provoke our brother to ſin? if we 
will needs be provoking, then let the Apoſtles exhortationpre- 
vail” with us, Heb. 10.24. Let us conſider one another to prourke 
wuntd love, and to good works : Let us not conſider one another 
inaway of curioſity and emulation, to envy, or find fault with 
one another, from whence frowardneſs, pride, hatred, difſen- 


_tivis, factions may ariſe, ſaith Hyperius upon the place; but 


conlider one another,ſo as we may further the good of one an- 
other, ſo as to make one another quick and ative in that 
which is. good. | 


The Eighth joyning Principle. 


" Peace with allmen it is good, bit with God and mine own conſcience 


it 65 neteſſary. 


Þur ow. will this joyn us one to another? 

nſw. Very much, both as it holdsforth the goodneſs of 
peace with all men; and as it carries the heart ſtrongly tothe 
making and keeping peace with God:anta mans owne conſci- 
ence. 'T his peace. with God: and a mans own conſcience will fo 
1weeten the heart, that it cannotþut be ſweet towards every 
one... 2, man, who. hath ſatis enough within, can 
eaſily bear afflifions and troubles that come without: When 
Saul had made great breathes between God and hisſouk,and in 
his owne conſcience;than he grew to be of a yery froward ſpir- 
it C towards 


of a:wap 


towards | 
meek anc rit, but this fowred his-ſpirit, and made it 
grow ha ed, an - This is the cauſe of the fro- 
ward y men and wornen.in their families; and wit 
their rs, there are ſecret breaches -between God and 
their own conſde. + pe | t- 


e Thelaſtjoyning Principle, fevt! | 
| Peace 45 never bought foo dear, but by ſm and baſeneſs F 


YVE uſe to ſay, We may buy Gold too dear, and {6 we 
#3, may peace: but whatſoever we pay for it*belide ſin 
and baſeneſs, we have a good.bargain, $uidzs tek of the Enw 
perour Trajer, that he would cut his own ctoathsto-bind up 
the wounds of his Souldiers.We ſhouldbevery pitifulto foul 
diers, who are wounded to keep us whole. We ſhould bind 
up their wounds, thongh it coſt us' dear ; but eſpeci ally our 


F 


4 
7 


care ſhould be to bind up thoſe wounds, that by diviſions are- | 


made-in Chnrch and Stare : and well may we be willing tocut 
ourCloathes to bind them- up, when the eyil ofthem is ſuch as 
either does or ſhould cut our hearts. But though peace: be a 
rich merchandize, yet ſhe muſt not ſayl too far for it, not;ſo 
far as'tofin. We read 2 King. 23. 13, Mount Olivet is called: 
the Mountof corruption, becauſe of the Idolatry committed 
upon it. Though weare to prize Mount Oloyet-at; a- very 
high rate, with the Olives growing upon it, yet we muſt'take 
heed that we make it not a Mount of corruptian. Wemay give 


peace FOROY,LESchy but we may not giye truth to- buy. peace. , 


We may bebcold with that which is our own to purchale peace, 
but n6t with that which is Gods : yet we muſt not be-baſe in 

our yielding inthings natural or civil for peace-dake; that is, - 
Firſt, we, mul Oe for our own-privateipeace yieldt6 that 
which is like to prove a publick diſadyantageiand diſturbance. 
is a notable ſtory of a Twkifſs Emperor; perceiving his 


Nobles and people to beoffended thathe wasio ſtrongly.in love 
with his Concubine 7rene, his heart was ſo taken with her, that 
he grew remiſs in his regard. to the Stern of the State... No- 
thing muſt be done but ag/Trexe would have it © whatſoever re- 
ſolutions there were of any good to the States yet Jrevemuſt 
be conſulted withall before the 


y were put in execution, andif 
' they 


(17) 
, pleaſed nqt her, all wis'daſhed z'fo much didhe dote up-- 
yan {og F isthe Nobles aid St; could not bearzhe KS 
fore at laſt {© far conſidered the Solcks as he one his 
doting 2097-47 He ge - rene before them, and fays, 
That ve. | #2 the conitent_ of my-people, IT ſacri- 
e < jog 4-4 and > ſword, and yy os Feich ts ore? 
hands before their eyes. If according to her demerits for draw- 
ing his heart awaysfrom the good of the commonwealth, The 
had been given up to the ſword of juſtice, it might have ſatis- 
fied as well. But leſt I be thought to be too literal, give me 
leavetoallegorize upon this /rexe. Her name is a Greek, name, 
Eie% it fignifies peace : we muſt not ſo dore upon our Irene, 
our private peace,that the publick-ſhould ſuſfer for the ſake of 
it: This is baſenels : let her be ſacrificed for publick good; 
this is true generouſneſs. | 4 
Secondly, that is baſeneſs, when our yielding is through 
ignorance, cowardize, baſe fear, not from a principle of wiſ- 
dam and underſtanding : not ſo much out of true loyeto peace, 
as afooliſh, ignorant, ſottifh, ſordid ſpirit of our own: where- 
as had we had a ſpirit of wiſdom and courage, we might have 
pu_ ypon more honourable terms. Indeed many think every 
ind of rielding, baſeneſs, but they are for the moſt part ſuch 
as are not put. to any great trial themiclves ; but when our 
conſciencestell us that what we do is what the Rule allows us; 
it. is not becauſe we would avoid trouble,but we find through 
>> ad anne pen hearts in ſome meaſure preparedfor ſuffering, 
ifGod were pleaſed to call us to it,in any thing wherein he may 
have glory, and the publick may be benefited. But becauſe all 
things duly conſidered,we ſee that God in ſuch a'way ſhall have 
more glory,and our brethren generally more good: therefore 
whatſoever becomes of our particular in regany. of eſteem; or 
other wayes, we are willing to yield, and nthis'we find our 
hearts as much cloſing with God,. enjoying communion with 
him inall holineſs and godly fear, and in-other things that go 
as near to us, we'are ableto deny our felyes as much as ever: 


in this: we. may-haye comfort, 'that it 'is not baſeneſs that 
makes vs-yield, but rather the gratFof God enablipg us to 
that 'we thus purchaſe 


rule over our own ſpirits:  F 
with the ſuffering much in our names,-and the loſs of many 
comfortsdoes not coſt us tao dear. 
* I 
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© The conſieration of the many: ghings wherein God 


ven Ones; 


ength-ofthis ? What. can cauſe one member to 


.. 2-, One Spirit, -1 Cor,x2. 11: that ene ae Gs ſpi- 
rit.;; he. does not only fays. The dame ſpirſt;) but,” The '{elf 
fame, ſpirit: and; ag: that not *  enough/, Che'* adds 
. One tot ſelf ſame; yet not enoughthe ſays That'one, | 
all this i.ip. 55. the Greek iv wi 8 mvlyac. The repeating the 
Article hath a great © elegaticy in. it. And is __ one 
a ; pLrus 


(.13) = -- 
afroward 


wooden 
4 I : A_— | 

5, the. deadly poyſon .of Sevpents, the 
dlondy Coke ah a Chriſtians breaſt ? ; 
'- 3. Called in one hope. Are not you-heirs,. jpynt keirs of 
the ſame Kingdom,. and do you-cogtend as ifone belonged to 
he Now dom of light, and the other to the kingdom of 

ar b 

* - 4- One Lord. Youſerve the ſameLord and Maſter. Is it for 
the credit ofa Maſter, that his ſervants are always wrangling 
and fighting one with another ? Is it not a tediousthing in a fa- 
mily that the ſervants can never agree? Mark how ill the Lord 
takes this, Mar. 24.49,50,5 1. thatevil ſervant who begins to 
ſmitehis fellow-ſervants, provokes his Lord againſt hinrſo as 
to come upon him with ſuch ſeverity as-to cut him aſunder, 

$ nd to appoint his portion with the hypocrites , Sixgrauwe he 
Will dicheromize him, divide him in two ; he by his ſipiting his 
fellow-ſervants makes diviſions, but his Lord will dividetirm. 
1t'may be he pretends that his fellow-ſervants do not do their 
-duty as they ought ; as if he were more careful of thehonour 
oe his-Lord, then others who are of a. different way from 

im. | 

_ '$- One Faith, What though we agree not togetherinfme 
things of leſſer moment, yet we agree in one faith; Why-ſhould 
not then keep the unity of the Spiritin the-bond &f peace ? 
"The agreement. in the faith one-would think ſhould ſwallow up 
all other difagreements.. . We. ſhould rather blefs/God- for . 

keeping men iound in the faith,-then'contegd withthem! for 

cher miſtakes. When,the: Phariſees;: Acts 23:9: vndeitſtood - 

hae Fad agreed. with, them in that HOVE 


Reſurre ' other! differences, 
faying, We find 1231 PEORIA. | "IS 
| Conntreymenat Frank 


Petite 
their eoanrey for. 


& amng broverens Exiterfied from 
ame faith, aud for thas arſe which alone 
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6. OneBaptiſm. We ire baptized lito Chrifts Ueathy 
is not that to ſhew thatawe ſhould bedead t&'all ered 
thewo cauſe ſtrife andcontention among men ? Our 


Baptiſin is.our badg,- our Hvery, it furthers ſorfiewhat the 
-unity-of feryants that they wear all one livery.” ©: - 
- 7%, OneGod: Though there be three Perſons inthe Divine 
- Nature, and every Perſon is God, yet there is but one God ; 
here isganunioninfinitly beyond all unionsthatany creature can 
_ ibe capable of; themyſtery of this union is revealed to vs, to 
make vs in-love with union. © Our intereſt in this one God is 
ſach a-conjunction, as nothing can be more. | 
Foſephs brethren; Gen. 50. 17. looked upon this, as having 
very-great power init to make up all breaches, to heal all old 
.grudges- After their Father was dead, their conſciences 
miſgave them-for what they had done to Foſeph, they were a- 
fraid old matters would break forth, and that Joſeph would 
torn. their enemy; now how do they ſeek to unite Foſephs 
heart tothem ? Wepray thee, ſay they, forgive the treſpaſs of the 
ſervants ofthe God of thy Father; and the Text ſays, Fofeph wept 
when they ſþake unto him. Oh this was a heart-breaking ſpeech 
to/Joſeph, The ſervants of the God of my Father; Shall my 
heart ever beeiſtranged from the ſervants of the God of my Fa- 
ther ?- The Lord forbid. Their offence indeed' was great, but 
their God is my God,and he was my Fathers God : this argu- 
meg p pag more initto draw Foſephs heart to them, then ifthey 
dfaid; We are your brethren, we came from the ſame loyns 
youddid : True, that is ſomething, but the ſeryants of theGod 
of thy Father is meh more. Let us look vpon-all the godly 
though thy have many weakneſſes, though they have not car- 
ried themſelves towards us as they ought, yet ny are the ſer- 


vants; yea the children of our God, and of ourfathers God ; 
let this draw our hearts to them. If they be one with us, in 


theirintereſt in one God, let.them be one withiws inthe affeCti- 
ons ofour heart, to loyethem, delight in them; and rejoyce 
m communion with them.” - | OP 


ne Godand Fatheryy82" 2,10: Have wenot allone Father ? 
bath not one God Created ws? - 4 = IS 
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; hethatis orious 


upon you; that he FORE Father ; why: vi yoac end and 
quarrel] about trifles ? He hath abſolute authority to diſpoſe 
of all things as he pleaſeth ; let not the different adminiſtrati- 
ons of his, to ſome in one kind,'to ſome in another, be matter” 
for you to contend about. And he worketh in all. « 

You will fay, If indeed we could ſee. God in ſuch, if we 
could fee grace and holineſs in them, our hearts would cloſe 
withthem, but we ſee not this. 

. 't, Take heed thou doſt not reject any from being thy bro- 
ther, whom Jeſus Chriſt at the great day- will own for his, 
and God the Father will call Child. | 

_.2- Suppoſe thou canſt not be ſatisfied in their godlineſs, yet: 
the gifts of the Spirit of God that are in them, ſhould 
ſome kind of Flolng ; common gifts are of a middle nature, 
between nature and grace, as the ſpirits of men are neither of 
the ſame nature with the ſoul, nor of the body, but between 
both, and ſerve to unite the ſoul and body together, which 
otherwiſe are of natures very different. The common/gifts 
that men who are notyet ſanCtified have, may and ſhould. cauſe 
ſome union between the godly and them while they live in this 
world, ſo far as tobe uſeful one to anothg-in what'God: 
bath given them. _— . * : 


The ſecond joyning Conſideration. 
Let us confgder how far we can agret...” 


VE differthus and thus, but whiat do we agree inYdo 
"NS © we not agree in things enough, wherein we may all the 


dayes of our livegfpend all the we have in glorifying 
God together ? Many men are ſpirits,/s they love to 
be altogether buſied about their Brefthrens differences ; their © 


diſcourſe, their pens, andall their wayes are about theſe, and 
that net to heal them, but rather to widen themy! You ſhalt 


nog 


1em,, only/to ferve their own turns the! 
viſpirit:-: No'maryel Weir” OT efolo 
iiſcaver tothem' how near they cancore to them. . ©. | 
 Pliny*telisus of Apelles, that drawing the face of Antiochus 
the Kingwho had but one eye, thathe might hide thisdefor- 
mit, hedeviſedto paint him turning his viſage a little away, 
ſohbethewed but the one fide of his face : and from him, ſays 
. Pliny, came thc invention firſt of concealing the defetts and' 
blemiſhes of the Viſage. But the Painters of our time are 
quits i another way, if there be any deformity, or defe& 


4 


gave to her Husband, commending' her for 

Id we do; had we peacable hearts, thus we 

the good of our Brethren we wauld improve 

moſt,and what is evil, ſo far as with a good Con- 

cience we might and no farther )-wg would: conceal. l 
Haw ſhall ſee this temper in. mens Spirits, 1 ſoght hope there 

win} "ue peace. ER *, £0 y 


o 
. 
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| The third joynting Confideration : 
Lot ws Confider of mans Tearper,, Spirits, Temptations, 
Edycetion, Tears, Gifts. 


Here muſt beadue conſideration of all theſe,and we muſt 
indulge fomething ro them aff. This would allay much 
firife : asWe read Numb. 31. 23. Every thing that may abide 
the fire, ye ſhalt make go thorough the fire, and all that abideth 
not the fire ye ſhatl make go thorongh the water. We muſt deal 
withevery man according:to his remper.Some men are by their 
complexions of a more harſh and rugged temper then others. 
Conlider wharis the beſt way of dealing with ſuch: incthemain 
they are faithful and uſeful; they will joya with yourhere, and 
ſpend theirlives tor vou: it the harſhnels of theirnarures caute 
lome excreſcencics, unplcaſing carriages, conſider their tem- 
pers, though no evil in them 1s to be juſtified, yer deal ren- 
derly w'rh them, indulgechem what lawtully you may. Some 
mens ſpirits, though upright ro God and you, yertrhey bavea 
feryor in chem that is not qualified with that wiſdom, meek- 
nels, humility, as they ought, do not preſently take theſe ad- 
vantages agatn{tthem, thatthey intheir heat may perhaps give 
you; do not fly upon them as if thoſe unjuſtitable expreſhons 
tharcom@from them, came froma {pirirot maligniry : Ton know 
the man and the manner of his communication ; paſs by weakneſſes, 
accept of uprightneſs. Sorne menstemprarions are very ftrong ; * 
itmay betheir hearts are a with diſappointments, it may 
be they are pricked withthe want of many comforts you haves 
they have tamily-temptations, and perſonal temptations thar 
youare free from: you do not know what you might do if 
you were under the like temptations. Bleſs God thar you are 
delivered from them ; but donor add to your brethrensaMiQti- 
on,by taking adyantagesagainſtthem, butaccording tothe rule 
of the Apoſtle,” Gal.G. 1. If a man be overtaken in a fautt, 
ye which are ſpiritnal refore ſuch a one in the ſpirit of meek 
neſs, confidering thy ſelf, lej# thou alſo be tempted. Bear ye* 
one anothers burdens, and fo fulfil the /aw of Chrif. 
Conſider their education,” ſome all their days have lived 
in wicked families, they neyer wm acquainted with theſocicry 
of 


C 18 Y | 

-ofrhe Saints, with that way of Godlinels that have the moſt 
-\triftnels and power in it,,,-Y qy,mutlh.nor deal with them for 
.all rhings you ſee amils in them,,in the lameayay you would 
deal wita fuch who have had godly educatzon, who have had 
acquainrancc wich the moſtſtritand powertul wayes of god- 
lincls, but now/manifelt a {piric againlt them. 

Conſider mens years : old agc looks for reipeR, and juſtly; 
eſpecially (uch as have gone thorough rhe brunt, and ſuffered 
muchftor your, good: though ſomeighrauries ſhould break torth 

.thar arc incident ro old age, we muſt cover and paſs by what 
- wecayg, not. forgetting that reyerent reſpctt char is due to the 
loary head found in the way of godlinels.Conlider mens gifts: 
Itmay bethey are not able toriſe to your height,counderitand - 
what you do; thank God for your ſtrength, bur be not angry 
with your brothcr becauſe he is weaker. 1 his wasone ofthe ar- 
:guments for peace that Confantineinthat forementioned Letter 
ot his ro Alexander and Aris, ulcd ; we are not inall things 
like minded, neither have we all the ſame natureand gitt in- 


_ grafted in.us. 


The fourth joyning Conſideration. 
What we get by contention will never quit cofl, 


gf ont thipksiranillventure,ifwhen he caſtsp his ac- 
counts he findsthecharge of hisvoyageriſesto morethen 
.hisincomes. Ifthou haſt ſo much command ofthy ſpirie,ifthou 
canſt ſo far overcome thy paſlions as to ger a tine in cool 
hlood rocaſtup thy accounts truely,what good thou had done, 
or what thou haſt got by ſuch and ſuch contentionsand on the 
other {ide caſt up what the hurt chou haſt done, what ſin hath 
been committed, what cyil hath got into thy {pirit;] fear you 
will have liale.cauſc to boaſt of,or rejoyce in your gains: :To be 
freed from that expentethat comes inby ftrife, «not atittle gain, 
lays'S. Ambreſe. In ſtrike you will find there $2 yery, great;ex- 

pence of time, of gitts,, and parts. Many men in regard ofthe 
' good gifts God hath given them; mighe have proved ſhining 
.ight in.the Church,but. by .rcaſon of their contentious ſpirus, 
tacy proye no other thenſmoaking firebrands.It may beby all 
the ſtir you keep Fou-ſhall neyer get your mind; if you gl 
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will not quitcoſt; the charge you have been art for ir,comesrs» 
much -morethen iris worth-God-deliver me from having my 
mind at ſuch a'deax rate. - 


; The * fifth. | 
Gonfder how the heart of God i ſet upon making pedce-with 
6 #5, and what it coft bim. ; 
| «forp R 
Ca was in Chriſt reconciling the world to him{lf: this 
work hath taken up the rhuughts,counſels,heart of -God 
frem all ercrnity above any thing that ever he «lid : thisis the 
chief maſter-picce of a}l the-workerfot God. There is more of 
the glory of God in this,then in all that God harh done. «I his 
isand ſhall bethe obje&t of che admiracion of Angels and Saints... 
che marrer of rhcir praiſes to alleternity.T he heart f God was: 
ſo in this,thathe wasreſolved to haveir whatſoever it coſt him; 
it coſtthe deateſt thar ever any thing in this world did; yea the 
price of it was more then ten thouſand worldsare worth: it was 
noleſs thenthe blood of the Son of God, of+ him who is the 
ſecond perſon in Trinity, God blefled forevermorc. Col.1-14, 
In whom we have redemption through his b laod who « the image of 
the inviſible God, the fir born of every creature: Ly him were all 
things created, he is before all things: bybhimall things conſt, in. 
him all fulteſs dwells:and having made eace through the blood of 
his Orofs, ver.'25: WhatGod hath done for peace with us,calls + 
aloud to ustoprize peace one with another. Irtisthe Apoſtles 
argument, 1 John 3.16. He laid down his life for us, we ought to tay 
down our lives for the brethren.lt coſt his lite ro make our peace. 
with God. Weſhould be willingto doapy thing weareable, 
even tothe hazard of our lives,tomake peace among the Sainrs. 
Chriſt laid down his life even for this peace allo, Exheſ. 2. 14. 
For he « our peace who hath made both one,and ek broke down 
the middle walt of partition between us, having aboliſked in his 
fleſh" the enmity, to make in himſelf of *twain ne new man, ſo + 
making peace, andthat-he might reconcile both unto God mm one 
body by the Croſs. Chriſt reconciles beth- unto God: bur how 
ic is in one body.Lay tis Conſideration warm at your hearrs, 
andir willcomfort your hearts, and fo preſerve and encreaſe 
peaccablo difpoſwmions in. you — oneancther. - 
Lo. 


Thes 
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þ- The Sixth. 
" Conſider the preſence of God and of Chrif. 


Ur God, our Father, our Maſter, our Saviour, ſtands by 
\J looking on us. Ic is a moſt excellent paflage that | find 
in an Epiſtle of Luther to the Miniſters of Norimberg. There 
\wcre great diviſions among(t them: he writes to them that he 
mighrpacihe their {pirirs one rowards another. Suppoſe (fayes 
he } you ſaw Feſus Chriſt tanding before you, and by his very 
eyes ſpeaking thus unto your hearts, What do you, O my dear 
children, whom T have reteemed with my blood, whom 1 have 
begotten again by my Word, to that end that you might love one 
another ? Know that this is the note of my Diſciples. Leave this 
buſineſs, ye wholly caſt it upon me, Ile look to it, there is no dan- 
ger that the Church ſhould ſuffer by this, though it ſhould be ftil- 
led, yea though it ſhould dye, -but there is a great deal of dan- 
ger if you diſſent among# your ſelves, if you bite one another: 
Do not thus ſadden my ſpirit, do not thus ſpoile the holy Angels 
of their joy in«heaven; am not I more to you then all matters 
that are between you > then all your affettions ? then all your 
efences? What? can any words of a brother, can any unjuſt 
trouble penetrate your hearts, ſtick ſo faſt in you as my wounds, 
as my blood, as all that T am to you, your Saviour Feſus Chriſt ? 
Ohrhat we had ſuch real apprehenſions of Chriſt looking 
upon us, ſpeaking to us! 


The Seventh. 3 +, 
Conſider what account we can give to Jeſus Chrift 
of all our Diviſions. 


Hen Chriſt ſhall come, will you ſtand before him 

with ſcratched faces, with black and blew eycs? 

1 Theſ. 3. 12, 13. The Lord make you to increafe and abound in 
love one towards another, and towards all men: To what cnJ? 
To the end, faith the Apoltle, he may eftabliſh your hearts un- 
Elameable in holineſs before God, even our Father, at the com- 
ing of ou# Lord Jeſus Chriſt with all his Saints. Ic will be a 


. ad thing to be found in our diviſions, at the coming of 


Jeſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt. Mat. 24. 5athecoming of Chriſt is mentioned as 
2 terror to thoſe who ſhall bur begin go ſmite their fellow-ſer- 
vants, We may wranglcand ſtand out oneagainſt another in 
our contentions now ; but it willnor be ſocafic ro an{wer Jeſus -* 
Chriſt, as it is ro anſwer one another. T1; the Name of jeſus 
ChriſtInow (peak unto you, ycaas from him charge you, lerno 
inconfiderable reaſon move you to contend with, dillent or {c- 
parate from your brerhren, bur livetogether in Love & Unity. 


The Eighth. 
Let #s conſider our mortality. 


T is buta lirtle eime we have to live; ſhall the greater part of 
it,nay why ſhould any part of itberavel@ouc with contcu- 
tions and quarrels? I have read of Pompey, that upon a time 
paihingover divers hills,whcrethere lived many pcople incaves, 
but their order was thatthe man lived in onecaveand the witc 
in another ; he asking the reaſon, they laid, In thoſe partsthey 
live not long,thercfore they defired chatthe little rime they did 
live,they might have peace and quict,which they had found by 
experience they could not have, itman and wite live conſtant- 
ly together. Though the means they uſed for their quier was | 
ordid, yet the good uſe they made of the ſhortneſs of their 
lives was commendable. Vigil ſayes, if lwarms of Bees mcet 
in the air, they will ſometimes fight as it were in a ſer barrel 
with great violence; but if youcaft buta littleduſt upon them, 
they will all be prefentl quict. Sprinkle upon your, hearts the 
meditations of death, that within a while this fleſh of yours 
will be turned to duſt, this will quier you. 


The Ninth. 
Conſider. the life of heaven. 


TR is and Will be perk agreement there. We axe here 

| Bees flying up and down fromflower toflower all day,bur 

atnightthey come all intothe ſame Hive; That is a place where 

Luther and Zuinglius will well agree : Shall not we whom God 

from all crernity hath ordained to live co-heirsin heaven, to 

joyn togerher in praiſes there, agtee together here on earth 2 * 
4 at CHAP. 
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CHAP. II, 


"+1 tw. 


Fopning grares. 

I. Wiſdom. 

+ He deepeſt ſeas are the moſt calm, ſo men of the deepeſt 
| jadements are moſt quict. A man of under /tanding is of an 
excellent ſpirit,” Prov. 17. 27. or thus, wo 4 cool ſpirit, tor (0 
the word lignihies; his ſpirit is not heat with paſhon, there is a 
cool dew of examination'and deliberation upon his ſpirir, he. 
weighsthe circumſtances, conſequences, and iſſues ot things  . 
he orders and diſpoſes of things fo, as jarrs, contradiftions and 
oppoſitions are prgvented. The wiſdom that is from above i 
pure,peaceable,gentle,and eafie tobe entreated, James}. 17.Rea- 
ſon and Wiſdom have a majeſty in them,and will torce reye- 
rence.Let paſſion reverence the preſenceof Reaſon,layes Baſil, 
as children doing things unleemly are afraid of. the preſence 
of men of worth. 
2. Faith. | 
I, JH unites us to Chriſt and God, and in them to one 
another. 

2. Faith commits all cauſes, all fears, injuries-to God. 

3. Faith lays hold upon, and improves thole gracious pro- 
raiſes that God hath made. to his Churches for union. Faith 
ſues out the Bond: 

+ 4 Faith isable todeſcry the iſſue of troubles and aMiQions; 
Though'Senſe fayes, It will not be, Reaſon, Ir'cannor be, yer : 
Faith gets above, and ayes, It ſhall be, I defcry land: and 7 a 
it quitsall in the ſoul; all beingquier chere,th turbulent mo- 
rions that arc in our {ſpirits ane towards a 

quieted, 


ther are ſoon 


3. Humility. 

NObofl. 3.12. Put on as the elett of God, bowels of mercies, 
'S kintineſs, humbleneſs of mind. Ephel. 4. 2. ith all lowli- 
weſs and meeckneſs, and long-ſuffering, forbearing one another 
in love, endeavouring to keep the unity of the ſpirit in the-bond of 
peace. . Philip. 2. J. Let nothing be done throngh ſtrife or vain 
ory, but in lowlineſs of mind let each efleem others better then 
im/e;f, We may ſay-of Humility, as Tertnllus, Atts 24. ” 
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of Felix, By thee we enjoy great quietneſs. An humble heart 
looks upon every truth of God. as infinitely - above ir { 
therefore itis willing to receive it fromany 3 a child may lea 
it, E/a-11. 6. One Baldaſſar, a German Divine, writing to 
Oecolampadins, hath this notable expreſſion , Let the Word of 
the Lord come,ſet it come,and we will put under fix hundred necks 
if we had them.Such a dilpolition as this would make much for. 
peace. Eſa. 32. 18, 19. wehaveapromiſe, that the people of 
God ſhould dwellin a peaceable habitation, and in quiet reſting 

laces, and the City ſhall be low, it a low place. When the heart 
Fo lowelt,ir isquiereſt. | 


4. Self-denyal. 
T= joynts in the: body cannot joyn, but one part muſt be 
hollow,and give way tothe other. Condeſcentionof on: 
to another is a principal thing in friendſhip. Phil. 2. the ex- 


ample of Chriſt emprying himſelf, and making hinulelf ro be 
-of no reputation, is {er betore us as an argument for our union, 


that therefore we ſhould do nothing through ſtrife, be like min- 
ded, having. the ſame love, and be of one accord, and one mind. 
It is indifferent to a heart empryed of Sclf,wherher ic conquers, 
or be conquered, ſo Truth may triumph.1n other conflictsthe 
Congquerour hath the honour, and theconquered is diſgraced ; 
but in the conflict for truth,borh conquered and conquerour arc 
honourable; themercy isthe greater to him that.is conquered, 
but he muſt have a (elf denying heart tro make him think {o. 


5. Patience. 

Ti Olive, the Emblem of Peace, will continue green, 

though overflown by the waters for a long time roge- 
ther. After Noah had been fo: long in the Ark, the Dove 
brought an Olive leat in her mouth to himIt may be arvem- 
blem of Patience as well as Peace. Patienceand-Peaccableneſls 
are near akin. Epheſi4. 2,3. Long-luftering is amongſt the gra- 
ces, where the unity; of the ſpirit is 40 be kepr in the bond of 
Peacc, 

Tire is a notable ſtory I find..in the lives of the German 
Divines; One Vitus Theedoras a Divine, ſendsto adviſe with 
Melaritthon what he ſhould do when Oſrander preached againſt 

| him 
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him z Melanthon writes'to him, "and beſeeches Hima for the 
,- of God, yea charges him,that he ſhould nor arifiver Ofien- 
again, butthar-he Mould hold his peace,and behave-him- 
ſelf as if heheard _ Vitus Theodorus writes back: again, 
This was very hard,yet he would obey. Letnormen beroo 
to oppoſe —_— but lerthem go on patiently in a 
conſtant way, reſolving to bear what they meer with, and 
God at lengrh will make theirrighteouſnelſs break forth as rhe 
tght. Confute evil reports by thy life. He that knows not to 
bear calunmies, reproaches, injuries, he knows not how to live, 
faiesChytrens, anotherGerman Divine. 
6. Foy in the Holy Ghoſt. 
Om. 14. 17. The Kingdom of Heaven «' righteouſneſs, 
peace, joy in the Holy Ghoſt, TH" Stat In the heart 
puts a grace uponall a mansconverſation ; it makes it lovely 
and amiable. The beams of the Sun ſhining upon the fire 
will put it out 3 The beams of this ſpiritual Joy will put our 
the fire of our paſſions. p p 
7. Meekneſs, Gentleneſs. | 
Mk auenches Wild-fire, Oyle- ( fays Luther ) quenches 
Lime, which water ſets on fire. Oppoſition witl heat 
will fire men, when meekneſs and- gentleneſs will (t]] and 
quench all. Cicero ſays, Sweetneſs in ſpeech and carriage is 
that which ſeaſons friendſhip ; ſeverity in every thing and ſadneſs 
muſt not be among friends in their convetſe ; ſuch a kind of car- 
riage may - have a ſeeming gravity, but friendſhip muſt have a 
remiſneſs, it muſt be more free and ſweet, diſpoſed to all mild- 
neſs and eaſineſs, Ephel. 4. 2; J- Mecknels comes in as a ſpeei- 
al grace for peace arid- unity, ſo Co. J. 12. | 


| 8. Love. 

"\Hat is the fpecial unitinggrace z Faith indeed hath the 
preheminence in our union with Chriſt our head, 

but Love is the Grace that Unites che Members. 

t Corinth. 13.,.the Apoſtle ſhews many of his Fruits of 
this Grace , all tending to Union and Peace z It g ſuffers 
long , it envies not , it «' not puffed up, it behaves not it 
ſelf unſeemly, it ſeeketh not her own, it «s not eaſily pro- 
voked, thinketh no evil, beareth all things, believeth all — 
opet 
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bopeth all things, endureth all things ; Bearing all chings, and Enda- 
ring all things ſeem to be the ſame, therefore ſome would have ir, 
it covereth all things, for ſo the word alfo ſignifies ; but there is a 
oredter elegancy in it in the Tranſlation, Beareth aft things, it is 
like the crots main Beam in a Houſe, ſupporting the whole Build- 
ing ; and were it not for tome who have the love of God and his 


.truth, and the good of the Aer Eee. them'to undergo what 


they do, all things in Church and State would be ready to fall into 
confuſion, to be nothing but a heap uf Rubbiſh, but this Love ena- 
bles to bear all things : -But if they have no encouragement, bur 
ſee that th6 they hazard themſelves never ſo much, be of never fo 
great uſe,do the greateſt Services that can be expected from men, 
yet when mens turns are [erved, they are little regarded, but en- 
vyed and narrowly watched. 4. Spy out any thing that may have 
ſome ſhew of excepting againſt them,. artd left to ſhift for them- 
ſelves as well as they can, when they might juſtly expect a greater 
reward. of their Services, yet are difappointed,their heartsare griev- 
ed z but yet becauſe they are ated by a principle of Love to 
God, his cauſe, the publick, they therefore ſtill hold out, go on 
in their way, labour to be as inſtrumental as they can for good, 
commit themſelves and all their endeavours to-God, expecting 
encouragement from him,and ſo they endure all things ; ſuch men 
are worth their weight in gold; here is a heart that hath much of the 
Spirit of God in it : Gods love, and he that dwelfeth in love, dwel- 
leth in God, and God in him : No marvel though theſe men act fo 
ſwiftly in their way ; no marvel though. their motion in phblique 
ſervice be ſo ſpeedy, for their Charet is like that Charet of Solo- 
mons, Cant. 3. 10. The middle thereof is paved with love, and this 
is for the daughters of Feruſalem: Now the love of God be for ever 
with theſe his ſervants, the bleſſing of the Almighty, and all his. * 
Saints, be with them, upon them, in them and theirs for ever. ; 

Theſe with other uniting graces that might be mentioned, are 
We graces that God expects ſhould be in a ſpecial manner acted 
in theſe times ; and this 1s in a holy manner «x79@ Sw, to lerve 
the time, as ſome Copies have it, Rem. 12. 11. This is the moſt 
ſuitable work for the times wherein we live. What is more ſea- 
ſonable for divided times than uniting graces ? and .that union 
that comes from the acting of thele graces, is a ſpiritual, holy, 
truly Chriſtian,-union, a raiſed union to a far higher pitch than 
any natural excellencies can raiſe unto. Ir is'an EY 
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of Clemens Alexandrinus, If the ſpiritual man be in us, our huma- 
nity is fraternity. What then is. our fraternity ? it is raiſed to 
that. which.hath no name to expreſs it : The union of the Saints 
in heaven is beyond the union of. fraternity ; this which is of grace 
is of the ſame nature, ; 


CHAP. IV. 
Toymng Prattices. 

The firſt, the prattice of the Tongue. 
Gentle Language. 


Soft anſwer turneth away wrath, Prov. 15. 1. In your diC- 
putes let your arguments be as hard as you will, but let 
our words be ſofr. Soft words and hard arguments make a good 
iſpute : Gentle language gains mach upon the hearts of men, 
I Chron. 28. 2. Hear me my Rrethren, and my People, ſayes Da- 
vid : This was better, and tended more to union between King 
and People, than the ruggid churliſh' anſwer of Rehoboam, My 
Father made your yoak, heavy, and I will add to your yoak,;: But 
what came on it? Ten Tribes were rent from him; as good a 
man as he could ſay, Hear me my Brethren and my People : Good 
words are as cheap as bad, gentle courteous language is as eaſie 
as rough and bitter, Gen. 49. 21. Napthals is laid to give goodly 
Words, ſayings of goodlinef.or fairneſr; ſo the Hebrew hath ir, 
that is, fair, loot words ; this Tribe were fair fpoken men : 
Now compare this with Dext. 33. 23. There Naprhal: is laid to 
be ſatisfied with favour, and full with the bleſſing of the Lord : 
. Fair, courteous language hath an. acceptarion- among men, and'. 
. the bleſſing of God is with it. 


The ſecond joyning Praftice.. 
Be ingenuons. 1 - Do not lye at the catch to take advantages. *® 
2. Make the beſt interpretation of things you can, 


F God ſhould catch advantages againſt us, what would be- 
[| come of us ? This is moſt unſeemly, when men are ſeeking to 
find. out truth, if then they ſhall piddle about words, cateh at 
phraſes, get hold of Expreſſions, and ſeek to make their advan- 
rages 
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out -of them; and in- this ſhall be the greateſt ſtrength of 
their anſwer, though this may have a ſpecious ſhew before men, 
who are willing to receive any thing which makes againſt whar 
they would have cruſhed, yet- this will not abide before' the 
* throne of Chriſt. We read Marth. 4. Chriſt had a great diſpute * 
with the Devil, in which he had him at great advantage in his 
quoratign ofa Scripture, ver. 6. He ſhall grye his Angels charge 
concerning thee, and in their hands they ſhall bear thee up, 4eſt ar 
- any time thou daſh thy foot againſt aftone. This was quoted . out 
of the 91. Pal. ver. 11. there it is, He ſhall give his Angels charge 
over thee to keep thee in all thy wayes. Yet Chriſt did not catch 
this advantage, he did not ſo mach as upbraid him for leaving 
out that pallage, which he might juſtly have done, but he an- 
{wers to the thing. Yea Chrilt-might have taken a further ad- 
vantage againſt the Devil, for the words following in the Pſalm 
are a Propheſie of Chriſt deftroying the power of the Devil ; 
Thou ſhalt tread upon the Lyon and Adder, the young Lyon and the 
Dragon ſhalt thou trample under thy feet. Chriſt did not take the 
advantage of this neither, and upbraid him with ir, he had e- 
nough againſt him in the thing ir {elf he brought. Ir is a ſign 
that men have leſs advantage in the matter, when they ſeek to 
much- to catch at all the advantages they can in the manner of 
the expreſſions of thoſe whom they oppole. 

2. Make the beſt interpretation of ghings you can, 1 Cor. 
13. 5- Love thinks no evil. It may beif you meet with a man 
inthe ſtreets, if he ſtayes not to talk with you, if he takes not 
ſpecial notice of you, you preſently think it is his pride, his 
Neighting, diſregarding you, this is the worſt interpretation 
that .can-be. Why? 1s it not poſſible tha it may be thorough 
multitude of buſineſs in his head thar you know not of? May it 
not be that his eyes and thoughts. were another way? he did not 
take notice of your paſſing by him; isirnot thvs often wich your 
ſzIf in reſpect of others ? Again, perhaps ſuch a man you find 
not in his behaviour towards you when- you are with him, look- 
ing ſo tmilingly upon you, carrying himſelf -in that familiar 
affable way as you expected; you preſently think and fay, Sure- 
ly it is his pride and furlineſs, whereas it may be itis becauſe 
his head is fuller than yours, which may afterwards be for your 
good, if you would be bhr patient a while; it may be iris from 
lome trouble of his Spirit at that time; ir may be it is from the 

E 2 temper 
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. temper of his body, his 'cenſtitution, or ſome weaknefsin- it kt 
that crime 5 if ſuch a fair Mterprecarion may bemade,' why-ſtodld - 
nor an ingenuous candid fpirit mke it ?* This 'yery exception ] 
-find was: taken againſt Baſilizs * Magnus, and Nazianzen in one 
of his Orations,” in which he highly commends Baſi/, anſwers * 
it, and juſtifies him; Ir is hard to keep unity, love, and peace 
with men who are of exceptidus carping diſpoſitions ;. if God 
were ſtrict ro mark what we do amiſs, what would become 
ofus.? God is ſtrit to mark what good there is in his Saints ? 
if there beany little -in the midſt of much imperfection, 
Gods way is to paſs by the imperfection, and rake notice of the 
good ; but our way is often, if there be alictle bad, chough bur 
through. a very pardonable miſtake, inthe midſt of much good, 
to pals by all the good, and to ſeize upon the miſtake, ro make 
ic the ſeed of contention, to-brood over it, and {5 beget the brats 
of Contention from it. 


T he third joyning pra#tice : 
If you will needs be firiving , ſtrive who ſhall do one anather 
moſt good, who ſhall engage one another in the mo#t 
+, axd greateit offices of love. 
His is a good combar ; ſach ſtriving as this is,. God and his. 
_ bleſſed Angels look upon, and take much delight in. 

[ find a notable ftorys in the life of Alexander the Great, which 
may pur 01 and-encourage Chriftians in fuch a combat as this : 
There was a great King in India, his name was Taxiles, who on 
a time came to latute Alexander, and faid unto him, What ſhould 
we need to fight and make Wars one with. another, if thou come# 
not to take away our water and onr neceſſary commodity to live. by, 
for which things men of judgment nut needs fight ? as for other 
goods, If I be richer than thee, I am ready to give thee of mine ; and 
if I bave leſs, I will not think ſcorn to thank thee, if thou -wilt 
give me ſome of thine. Alexander being pleaſed to hear him 
fpeak thus wiſely, embraced him, and faid unto «him, Thinke#t 
thou that this meeting of ours £an be' without fight, for all theſe 
geodly fair mords? No, no, thow haft won nothing by them, for 
I will fight and contend with thee in hone$ty and courteſte, becanſe 
thou ſhalt not exceed me in bounty and liberality. So Alexander 
took divers gifts of him, but gave more fo him. | 

| Oh that our contentions were,rurned into ſuch contentions as 
te!e 
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. theſe are ! Let us rejoyce in any opportunity of doing any Office 
of love to thoſe we differ from, = to thoſe who have wrotiged 
us. It was wont to be faid of Archbiſhop Cranmer; It you 
would be ſure to have Cranmer do you a good turn, you muſt 
do him ſome ill one; for though he loved to do good to all, 
yet eſpecially he would watch for opportunities to do good to 
iuch as had wronged him. Had we but g few leading nen of 
ſuch ſpirits among us, how great a bleſing of Peace might we 
yet enjoy ! , 


Laſtly, pray pry 


Liny ſayes of the Pearles they call Unions, though they be 

* engendred in the Sea, yet they participate more of the Heu- 
vens than of the Sea. Certainly this precious Union, though ic 
be amongſt men, yet it hath irs luftre and beauty, yea its very 
being from the Heavens. You muſt look up to Heaven there- 
fore for Peace, for the preſervation, increaſe, .luſtre, beauty of it 
if you would have it. 

* Fob 25. 2. God maketh peace tn his hich places, the Lord can 
make peace between high and low. Let us carry mens ragged, 
crooked, perverſe hearts to: God in Prayer, who is the great | 
joyner of hearts ;. it is he that makes men ro be of one mind in 4 
houſe, he maketh the wars to ceaſe. Pal. 122. 6. Pray for the peace 
of Jeruſalem. In your prayers for the Church this muſt be menti- 
oned as a ſpecial bleſſing. * If praying prevail not, fighting 
will not. Thole are the moſt peaceable men in Church and Com- 
mon-wealth, that Way moſt for the peace of them; God hath 
more prayers for the peace of this Church and- State upon the 
file, of theirs whom ſome of you, beloved, account hinderers of 
it, than of yours. You complain much for want of peace, you in- 
veigh much again{ thoſe whom youare pleaſed to mark our as hin- 
dexers of the peace, burdo you pray as much ? You haye theſe- 
means preſenced unto you for-the furtherance of peace ; what 
- other you may meet with any way, make uſe of. 2Thefſ. 3. 16- 
The Lord of peace give you peace alwaies by all means. 

And that all may be the berter improved, let the exhortation 
of the Apoſtle, i Thefſ; 4. 11. fink into you, Srady ro be quuet, the 
words are, Love the hanour of being qui:t ; There is great excel- 
-lency in 1t, | . 

CAP. 
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CAP. V. 


Exhortation to peaceable and brotherly Union, ſpewing 
the excellency of it. 


N D now, my bÞthren, as the Eunuch faid to Philip concern- 
ing his Baptiſm, Here is water, what lets but I may be 
baptized, I ſhall fay concerning our uniting In peace and love 
one with another. Here are Foining Principles, Foining Conſs- 
derations, FJoining Graces, Joining Praftices; what now lets, 
'bur that we may join in love and peace one with another ? 
{urely nothing can let but extream corrupt, perverſe hearts of 
our OWN. 

The Apoſtle Paul is mighty earneſt in-his deſires, in. his ex- 
hortations for this : 1 Cor. 1.10. Now [beſeech you brethren by 
the name of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak.the ſame thing, 
and that there be no diviſions among you, but that ye be perfeFly 
joined tugether in the ſame mind, and in the ſame judgment. The 
word tranſlated perfetty joined, ſignifies ſuch a joining, as when 
a bone ix ont of joint, . is perfectly let right again. | 

So Philip. 2. \. If there be therefore any conſolation in Chriſt, 

if any comfort of love, if any fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any bowels 
and mercies, fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likg minded, having the 
ſame love, being of one accord, of one ming, let nothing be done 
through ſtrife, &c. The Apoſtle pours ig his Soul in this 
exhortation, it is a heart-breaking exhortatſGn. 
* Luther, though a man of a ſtirring, hot ſpirit, yet writing to 
the Paſtors of the Church of S:zarsburg, hath thele words: 7 
pray you be perſwaded,*that I ſhall alwaies be as deſirous to'em- 
brace concord, as 1 am deſirous to have the Lord Feſus to be Pigpt- + 
T10145 tO 7ne. * i. 

1 find alſo in a Letter that Martin Bucer writes to a' godly 
Miniſter, a very high expreſſion of that high eſteem he had of 
and earneſt defires after the curing of diviſions : I/ho would not 
( ſayes he) purchaſe with his life, the removing that infinite ſcan- 
dal that comes by Diſſention ? Oh that there were-ſuch hearts in 
us! Chriſt-expets it from us all, but eſpecially from his Mini- 
ſters, for they are his Ambaſſadors for peace, to beſeech men in 

| his 
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his ſtead to be reconciled to God ; recanciliation with God will re- 
concile as one to another : Jf God ſo loved us, we ought alſo10 love” 
one another, 1 Joh. 4. 11. The faces of the Cherubims in the Tem- 
ple looked one towards another, which ſome think ſguified the a- 
reement that ſhould be amongſt Miniſters of che Goſpel. So the 
ix branches in the Candleſtick joyned all in one; thoſe who hold 
thelight of truth before others, ſhould be united in peace in one, a: 
mongſt themſelves. The firſt thing Chriſts Miniſters were ro do 
when they came'to any place, was to ſay, Peace be to that place ; 
if any ſons of peace were there, they were to abide, otherwiſe 
not : Surely then it is _ that themſelves ſhould be ſons of 
ce. The cententions of private Chriſtians are offenſive, but the 
contentions of Miniſters is a ſcandal with a witneſs. 

Gen. 34. 21. The great commendation that Hamor and Shechem 
give of 7acob and his Sons as an argument to perſwade the men of 
Shechem to joyn with them in the giving their Daughters to them 
for Wives, and in taking theirs, is, Theſe men are praceable with 
1. A peaceable R—_ is very convincing. 

Cant. 6.6. My dove, my undefiled is but one, ſhe is the only one 
of ber Mother, ſhe is th: choice one of her that bare ber. What 
then follows ? The Daughters «ſaw ber, and bleſſed her, yea the - 

neens, and the Concukine 
that looketh forth as the Morning, fair as the Moon, clear as the 
Sun, terrible as an army of Banners ? Let the Saints be but one, 
and then they will appear beautiful and glorious indeed, yea 
they will be terrible as an Army of Banners, | 

Euagrins in his Eccleſiaſtical Hiftory records an Epiſtte of 
Cyrill of Alexandria, written to_Fohn of Antioch, upon the oc- . 
caſion of a Pacificatory Epiſtle of Zohn unto him, his Spirie was- 
{o taken with it that it breaks forth thus : Let the Heavens rejoyce, 
and let the earth be glad, the mid-wall of rancottt is battered-down, 
the boyling choler which bereaved the minds of quietneſſe, is purged 
from among us, and all the occaſion of diſcord and diſſention is 
baniſhed away, for our Saviour Feſus Chriſt hath gramed peace- 
unto the Churches under Heaven. 

Laſtly, the Saints enjoyment of the ſweetneſs of love, peace and 
unity among themſelves, what is it but heaven upon earth ? Heaven 
is above all ſtorms, tempeſts, troubles, the happineſs of it is perfecr 
reſt; We pray that the will of God might be done on earth as it is 
done in heaven ; why may not we have a heaven upon earth ? this. 
would ſweeten all our comforts, yea all our afflitions, But the De- 
vil envies us this happineſs. Come Lord Jeſus, come quickly. 

| FINTS. 


5s, and they praiſed ber ; Whe is ſhe . 


